THE COLLEGE VISIT


Would you buy an expensive stereo system without first listening to it?  Or purchase a car without driving it?  Of course not.  Shopping for the right colleges is just as important.  In this case, the equivalent of a test drive is a college visit. Although this is an expensive venture, it is worth it to prevent you attending a college that is not right for you.  You need to work with your counselor to develop a list of colleges that meet your specifications (parents are encouraged to be part of this conversation with the counselor).  It is then time to make your plan to visit those colleges somewhere between January and April of your junior year.  In the spring there will be an opportunity to meet with your counselor and other students to share your impressions and decide if there are other colleges that need to be added to your list.  Any subsequent visits can then be done prior to the start of your senior year.

Preparing for the Visit


You need to discuss when you can go on your college visits with your parents well in advance of when you go.  The next step is to call the admissions office at each college and arrange a time and date for the visit.  Most colleges have specific times that they offer tours and/or group information sessions.  Be sure to allow yourself plenty of time to see everything you want on the campus and to locate your next college.  If you want to meet with anyone specific – a coach or department head – or visit a class, you need to make that very clear when you call.  Some college require an interview.  If possible, it is probably best to save an interview for return visits to the colleges you decide to apply to.  If traveling to that college a possible second time would prove to be a hardship, you need to arrange for the interview when you call to arrange for a tour.  Keep in mind that when an interview is part of the visit, you need to make arrangements at least six weeks in advance. (There is a tip sheet in the Guidance Office about interviews.)


Before your visit, be sure to see the registrar for a copy of your transcript which will include your grades, GPA, rank-in-class, PSAT scores and SAT scores.

The Visit


Be sure to be on time.  Once you have completed the tour, visit some of the places you missed on the tour.  Be sure to take notes during your visit and ask questions.  Arrive prepared with questions that cannot be answered by reading the college’s catalog.  Take a break where the students all gather to acquire a sense of the type of students typical for that college.  

Deciding on a college is a decision shared between you and your parents.  You need to have an open discussion about the financial resources and their expectations.  It is important for parents to be a part of your visits.  A recommendation to parents is to have the student state their impressions of a college following a visit first and then add their observations.  Your ultimate goal is to find those colleges that are the right “fit” for you.  Is this somewhere you want to spend 2 to 4 years?  Only you can determine this.

Questions to ask a tour guide:

Can you get the classes you request during registration?



What is the average class size for introductory classes?



How many hours a week do you have to study?



Is there a lot of pressure here


 
How is campus security?



What is the surrounding community like?



Are the professors available during office hours?


What do you like the most about here?


What are your major complaints about this place?


What other colleges did you apply to?

After the Visit


Be sure to write a thank-you note to the college – especially if you had an interview.  Be sure to attend the group session with your counselor to discuss your visits and your impressions.

